Vocabulary: Word Structure Analysis 

Roots, Prefixes, & Suffixes for Kansas Reading Assessment 


3rd Grade

Prefix 

Meaning

Examples
mis-

wrongly

mistake, misbehave, misunderstand, misuse


pre-

before


pretest, preteen, preschool, prehistoric
pro-

favor, 


pro-American, pro-education, proactive 



forward 

proceed, progress, project, produce

re- 

again,


redo, rewrite, repaint, reheat, reuse


back


repay, recall, rebate, rewind
un-

not


unhappy, unwanted, untie, unglued
Suffix 

Meaning

Examples
-ed

past-tense

wanted

-er 

more 


bigger
-est 

most 


biggest
-ing 

present participle
playing

-ly 

like, resembling
friendly, motherly


every


daily, weekly, monthly
-y

being or having
funny, sunny, gooey, fruity, rainy
4th Grade

Prefix 

Meaning

Examples
anti- 

against


antiwar, antisocial, antismoking, antifreeze
dis- 

not, opposite

disappear, disagree, dishonest, dislike

ex-

former


ex-student, ex-president, ex-teacher, ex-wife
non-

not


nonfiction, nonstop, nonsmoker, nonviolent

under-

below, less than
underground, underpaid, underwater, underweight

Suffix 

Meaning

Examples
-en 

made of, relating to
wooden, golden, earthen



-ful 

full of


sorrowful, careful, thoughtful, fearful
-less

without


hopeless, careless, thoughtless, fearless
-ment 

action or process
enjoyment, movement
-ness

state or condition of
happiness
5th Grade

Prefix 

Meaning

Examples
bi- 

two


biweekly, bicycle, bifocal, biannual

co-

together

coworker, coexist, cooperate, copilot, coauthor 
de- 

opposite, reverse
deform, deactivate, defuse, detour, decode 



down, go away
decrease, depart, descend, degrade
en- 

cause, cause to
enjoy, enrage, enforce, enlighten, encircle
tri-

three


triangle, tricycle, tripod, triathlete, triathlon  

Suffix 

Meaning

Examples  

-able/-ible
is, can be

comfortable, washable, learnable, combustible 

-ance/-ence
state or quality of
annoyance, resistance, absence
-ate 

state or quality of
desperate, fortunate
-ish

near, like

pinkish, childish


action, process
finish, nourish, punish
6th Grade

Prefix 

Meaning

Examples
auto-

self


autograph, autobiography, automobile, autoimmune 

con- 

with


contraction, concert, concave
fore- 

before


foresee, forefront, forethought, foreclose, foreground
multi- 

many, much

multicolored, multimillionaire, multitask, multimedia
sub- 

under, below

submarine, subzero, substandard, subway, submerge
up-

above, higher

upstairs, upward, upscale, uproot, uplift, upright



more recent

update, upstart, upperclassman


Suffix 

Meaning

Examples
-age

action, process
pilgrimage, voyage, marriage
-al 

action, process
refusal, revival


relating to

natural, maternal
-ize/-yze 
to make, 

standardize, popularize, computerize
-ous 

full of


joyous, nervous, wondrous
-some

inclined to

tiresome, awesome, meddlesome
7th Grade

Prefix 

Meaning

Examples
a-/an-

not, without

amoral
mid-

middle


midsize, midterm, midtown
semi-

partly, half

semicircle, semiannual
be-

to cause, become
beside, behave
post-

after, later

postpone, posttest, postscript
super-

over, more than
supernatural, supervise
Suffix 

Meaning

Examples
-ant/-ent


-ess

-ism

-ist

Root 

Meaning

Examples
8th Grade

Prefix 

Meaning

Examples
ab-

away from

abstract, absent
im-

not


improper, immobile
in-

not


inoperable, indecent
inter-

between, among
international, intersect

mal-

bad


maladjusted, malevolent
uni-

one, single

unicycle
Suffix 

Meaning

Examples
-ee

-ette/-et

-ian/-ion

-ive

Root 

Meaning

Examples
High School

Prefix 

Meaning

Examples
ante-

before


antebellem

counter-
against, opposed to
counterterror, counteract


dys-

not normal

dysfunctional

hyper-

extra, beyond, over
hyperactive

trans-

across, through
transact, transfer

inter-

between

interstate, international

intra-/intro-
inside of

intramuscular

micro-

small


microscope


pseudo-
false, pretend

pseudonym

Suffix 

Meaning

Examples
Root 

Meaning

Examples
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