Sample Question STEMS for Kansas Reading Assessments 

Context Clues  1.3.1

· The passage states that Sarah got a job as a laundress. A laundress is a woman who-

· What does the word nocturnal mean as it used in this passage?

· In the first paragraph, the phrase “standard fare” probably means

· What is the meaning of (word or phrase) in the sentence,  “(quote)”? 

· Read the sentence/sentences from the passage. “Nora started her speech, hesitated, and then began again.”  The word hesitated most likely means

Word Structure (prefixes, suffixes, roots) 1.3.4

· Which word most likely comes from the root word mem, meaning “of the mind”?

· In the word prejudice, the prefix pre means

· Knowing the meaning of the Greek root photo helps the reader understand that “photosensitivity” means

Figurative Language  1.3.5

· Read the sentence below from the passage. “Its jewels shone like stars.” This sentence is an example of what type of figurative language?  (or This sentence contains an example of which type of figurative language?)

· In paragraph two, the phrase “a grocery list as long as a novel” is which type of figurative language?

· The phrase “Victor sounded like his mouth was full of cotton balls” probably means that Victor

Text Features  1.4.2

· Under which heading would you find information on why bugs are good for you?

· What is the purpose of the (table of contents, graph, chart, boldface type, etc.) as it is used in this passage?

· The bulleted list at the beginning of the recipe helps the reader understand

· According to the sidebar, where do butterflies go when it rains?

· The author uses subheadings mainly to 

Make Inferences and Draw Conclusions  1.4.5

· What might the author mean when he/ she says “_________”?  
  

· Based on the passage, what can you infer about_______?  

· Based on the passage, what conclusion can you draw about _____?

· With which statement would the author most likely agree?

· After reading this passage, what can you conclude about animals?

· After reading this paragraph, what inferences can you make about bugs?

Text Structure  1.4.6

· The author uses cause and effect (or other) text structure mainly to

· The section titled “From Tree to Bottle” uses sequence as its main text structure to

· Which of the following steps are needed to make a sundial?

· Identify the text structure in this section of the passage.

· What is the main text structure of this passage?

· What problem was Windwagon Thomas trying to solve at the beginning of this passage?

· According to the passage, what was the cause of the ….?

· What event happened just after the …..?

Comparison and Contrast  1.4.7

· Which sentence tells how ______ and ______ are alike (or different)? 

· According to the selection, what is the main difference between _____ and ______?

· What differences (or similarities) does the author show between _____ and ______?

· According to the passage, how was Beethovan different from most composers?

Retell/Summary  1.4.9

· Which best summarizes the passage?

· Which is the best summary of the final paragraph of the passage?

Cause and Effect   1.4.8

· Which sentence/statement best explains why (event) happened?  

· Sarah began experimenting with hair care products because she-

· According to the passage, what caused animals to kill?

· Why will a sundial only work on a sunny day?

· Why did the king sentence the beggar to death?

· What would probably happen if Malcolm stopped delivering the papers on time?

· How did Emily’s absence affect her teammates?

Topic, Main Idea, Supporting Details, Theme   1.4.9

· What is the main idea of this passage?

· What is the main theme of this passage?

· What is the main purpose of the information in the textbox?

· Which detail from the passage best supports the main idea?

· Which characteristic of sloth bears is most important for climbing and digging?

· Which of the following materials are needed to make a sundial?

· Another title for this passage might be 

Author’s Purpose   1.4.11

· The main purpose of this passage is to- (explain, persuade, entertain, describe…)

· What is the author’s main purpose for writing this passage? 

· With which statement would the author most likely agree?

· The web site was created mainly to-

Fact versus Opinion and Bias   1.4.15

· Which sentence states an opinion (or fact)?

· Which statement based on the passage is an opinion?

· Which sentence from the passage best shows the author’s bias about using solar energy?

Characters  2.1.1

· How did Sky Chief’s daughter feel when she found the boy near the lake?

· How was Leslie different after Chris picked up the snake?

Setting  2.1.2

· Where does this passage take place?

· What is the setting of the passage?

· Which is the main setting of the passage?

· Which best describes how the farm setting affects events in the passage?

Plot    2.1.3

· What was the main problem Leslie faced in this passage?

· What is the main conflict between Andy and Ms. Winn?

· By resolving her problem, Leslie was able to

· The major conflict in the story is resolved when

· What is the major conflict in the passage?

· Which is the climax of the passage?

· Which is the resolution of the story?

Author’s Position/Persuasive Techniques (Persuasive text only)  1.4.14

· Which technique does the author use to support the position that daily exercise improves self-confidence?

· Which sentence from the passage best supports the author’s conclusion that bats are helpful to farmers?
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