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Teacher Directions:  

1.  Print the articles. 

2.  With a heavy black marker, draw a line through the 
main idea statement in each article. Students should 
NOT be able to read the main idea sentence. 

3.  Make copies of the articles (with main idea sentences 
crossed off) for each student or for small groups of 
students. 

4.  Make copies of the matching quiz for students. 

5.  Hand out the articles and the matching quiz to 
students.   

6.  Read the directions to students and help them 
complete the activity. 
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Name__________________________ 

Directions:  Skim the articles and predict the topic of 
each. Then read each article and determine the main 
idea.  Match the main idea statement below to the 
correct article. Write the title of the article in the blank. 

1.  Friends can come in all shapes, sizes, and colors – 
and species! 

______________________________________ 

 

2.  Civil War battlefields are no places for new homes, 
malls, and roads, a preservation group says. 

 

______________________________________ 

 

3.  No bones about it, Sierra Sarti-Sweeney, 16, is a 
junior archaeologist.  

 

______________________________________ 

 

4.  This may look like a leaf, but it’s actually a bug. 
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