Entry Slips and Exit Tickets

Entry Slips and Exit Tickets provide a quick formative assessment of student learning. Teachers can check for students’ understanding of the content of a lesson or their comprehension of a text or class discussion. In addition, teachers should also check writing skills and the students’ ability to support claims with evidence. Entry Slips and Exit Tickets are based on short prompts; therefore, they are perfect for the ACE Question-Answering Strategy.  

Entry Slips and Exit Tickets can take many forms: cards, online tools, journals, or slips of paper. Creative teachers can make half sheets designed to look like a ticket or boarding pass, but more important than the form is the students’ opportunity to practice skills and the teacher’s ability to adjust instruction based on this feedback. 
However, having individual papers rather than having students write in a notebook makes it easy to sort student responses. Teachers can quickly scan for students who understand the concept and those who don’t or ideas that other students may not have considered. Determining who agrees or disagrees with an idea can help teachers create cooperative groups or discussion partners. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Entry Slips are completed at the beginning of class, often as bell work. Some teachers set a time limit for completing the writing. Questions can be designed to focus the upcoming class discussions or identify students’ prior knowledge on the subject. If homework has been assigned the day before, Entry Slips give the teacher a quick formative of which students understood the big idea or comprehended the text.

Exit Tickets must be completed and handed in before the student leaves class. Exit Tickets provide the formative assessment necessary to guide the next day’s lesson or give feedback on the current day’s lesson. The question can also be designed to extend student thinking about ideas/concepts learned during class. Students can also practice supporting opinions with evidence and summarizing key points in a lesson or discussion.
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